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Case no. SBE SBE1903.02, enquiries@standarcsboarc.co.uk

Outcome:
Under Section 59(4)(b) of the Local Government Act 2000, the Ethical Standards

Officer found that no action needs to be taken.

This summary outlines the conclusions reached in Case SBE1903.02. This case
concerned an allegation against Councillor Martin Saunders of Hertfordshire County
Council. The allegation relates to Paragraphs 2(b), 4 and 5(a) of the Code of Conduct.
Paragraph 2(b) states that a member must "treat others with respect". Paragraph 4
states that "a member must not in his official capacity, or any other circumstance,
conduct himself in a manner which could reasonably be regarded as bringing his office
or authority into disrepute”. Paragraph 5(a) states that a member "must not in his official
capacity, or any other circumstance, use his position as a member improperly to confer
on or secure for himself or any other person, an advantage or disadvantage".

Date received:
30 November 2002

Date passed to ESO:
23 January 2003

Date completed:
29 August 2003

Allegation:
A member failed to treat others with respect, brought his office or authority into
disrepute and improperly secured a disadvantage for another person.

Outcome:
Under Section 59(4)(b) of the Local Government Act 2000, the Ethical Standards

Officer found that no action needs to be taken.

The complainant alleged that Councillor Saunders failed to treat a member of the public
with respect and brought his office or authority into disrepute. The complaint relates to a
retrospective planning application for the diversion of a right of way away from farmland
in Hertfordshire. According to the complainant, Councillor Saunders, while walking
along the original path of the right of way on 19 September 2002, identified himself to



