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Dear Philip,

Standards Board East of England Roadshow, Ipswich 3" December.

Having attended the above event I thought you might appreciate a few words of
written feedback. ‘

The first half went no further than the details given when I attended the councillor
training session at County Hall, mainly because the government have not published
anything further. The government are expected to publish these any time from
January 2003 but may well be another six months away!

There was considerable debate about conducting a Hearing, would witness =
statements be allowed? Could you challenge a witness? What is the Monitoring
Officer’s role? — to advise or decide? Can the ‘accused’ have legal representation? If
so who pays? What about the human rights? The committee might also need legal
representation or advice, if so who pays? What about an appeals process? What
sanctions are open to the committee? Etc. etc. Most of which I seem to remember
was asked by the councillors at our meeting, but of course no definite answers could
be given. '

The second half of the afternoon was more interesting as it attempted to go into
possible additional functions that Standards Committees can take on, although there
was no definite “Yes’ or “No’ to any of these functions because of course it would be
entirely a matter for the Council to agree to them or not; and different councils agree
to different things!

Al these possible additionat roles were covered in the session ‘Beyond the Code’ and
I thought the best way to show you them would be to enclose photocopies of the
particular slides. The first two were presented by Paul Hoey, Head of Policy &
Guidance for The Standards Board and the remainder from Councillor Bill Quinton,
Chair of Ipswich Borough Councit Standards Committee.



