HERTFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL
CODE OF PRACTICE FOR COUNCILLORS AND OFFICERS
INVOLVED IN THE PLANNING PROCESSBDURES

Preamble

This-This is a local Ceode, which has been prepared in order to set out clearly the
way in which the County Council will process planning applications_it_determines.
determined-by-the-County-Council-will-be-dealt-with—It is to be emphasised that
most of thise Code is a formalising of current practices and procedures within the
County Council; and is a reflection of the excellent working relationship between
members and officers. The Code applies to both councillors_("members") and
officers who become involved in operating the planning system.

1.1

1.2

Basic premises

The basis of the planning system is the consideration of private proposals
against wider public interests.

When reaching a decision on a planning application members shall have

1.23

regard only to material planning considerations and shall disreqgard all
irrelevant considerations

The successful operation of the planning system relies on ensuring that

Members have a special duty to their constituents, but their overriding duty is
to the whole community of Hertfordshire. They should vote in the interests of
the whole county in relation to planning matters. However, there is no reason
why a local member should not participate in the decision making process for
a particular planning application, provided that they have abided by the Code
(see paragraph 5.2).

Instructions to officers may only be given through a Council or Committee
decision.

Unless given clear delegations by members to act on behalf of the authority,
officers can only advise.

Members should not put undue pressure on officers for a particular
recommendation with regard to planning matters.



