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Partnership with parents plays a key role in promoting a culture of co-operation between
parents, schools™, LEAs and others. This is important in enabling children and young
people with SEN to achieve their potential.

Parents' hold key information and have a critical role to play in their children’s education.
They have unique strengths, knowledge and experience to contribute to the shared view
of a child’s needs and the best ways of supporting them. It is therefore essential that all
professionals (schools, LEAs and other agencies) actively seek to work with parents and
value the contribution they make. The work of professionals can be more effective when
parents are involved and account is taken of their wishes, feelings and perspectives on
their children’s development. This is particularly so when a child has special educational
needs. All parents of children with special educational needs should be treated as
partners. They should be supported so as to be able and empowered to:

recognise and fulfil their responsibilities as parents and play an active and valued role
in their children’s education

¢ have knowledge of their child’s entitlement within the SEN framework
o make their views known about how their child is educated

have access to information, advice and support during assessment and any related
decision-making processes about special educational provision.

These partnerships can be challenging, requiring positive attitudes by all, and in some
circumstances additional support and encouragement for parents.

Defining Parental Responsibility
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It is important that professionals understand who has parental responsibility for a child.
The Children Act 1989 introduced the concept of parental responsibility. The Act uses the
phrase “parental responsibility” to sum up the collection of duties, rights and authority
that a parent has in respect of a child. In the event of family breakdown (i.e. separation or
divorce) both married parents will normally retain parental responsibility for the child and
the duty on both parents to continue to play a full part in the child’s upbringing will not
diminish. This means that parental responsibility will be shared, often with the parents
living in different households. In relation to unmarried parents, only the mother will have
parental responsibility unless the father has been granted parental responsibility by the
Court or has made a parental responsibility agreement with the mother. Where a
Residence Order is in place in respect of a non-parent (i.e. grandparent), that person will
have parental responsibility for the duration of the Order.



