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the existing provision in the village is changing.

Current position

Provision for nursery aged children in Knebworth is made currently through:

Knebworth Nursery School,

Knebworth Pre-School. and

Stepping Stones Pre-School.

The Government funds places for two terms before children are due to start at
reception classes in primary schools. The County Council funds local children
entitled to a third free term. The nursery/pre-schools also provide for younger
children -parents pay a fee for this.

What is changing?

Knebworth Nursery School has indicated that it intends to close in December 2002
as it cannot continue in its current location indefinitely and cannot move to
alternative premises in the village.

The County Council has been happy to support the three local voluntary and private
providers in the village to meet the needs of nursery aged children in Knebworth.
The closure of Knebworth Nursery School, however, will mean that the two
remaining pre-schools will not be able to provide enough places. Doing nothing,
therefore, is not an option because it is important that there are enough places for
the children who will need them.

Knebworth Primary School is the largest primary school in Hertfordshire without a

nursery class. It admits 60 pupils into its reception class each year. It is a popular
school and we project that all 60 places will be needed each year for the

foreseeable future. Most parents want a nursery place for their child before

reception. Parents called for a nursery class to be provided at the Primary School in
the two open meetings at the Nursery School in June.

The County Council would therefore like to hear your views on a proposal
to build a nursery class at knebworth Primary School which could cater
for 60 pupils on a part-time basis.
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