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European Union and International issues

Control of GM products in the EU, and the possibility of "GM-free" zones
under Article 19 of Directive 2001/18/EC '

1. Some recent press reports have claimed that European legislation on genetically modified
(GM) products could be used to create "GM-free" zones within the UK.

EU GMO legislation

2. The use of GM products (including GM crops) in the European Community (EC) is controlled
by Directive 2001/18/EC on the deliberate release into the environment of genetically modified
organisms. The Directive provides a procedure for the European Commission and the 15
Member States to decide whether to allow individual GM products to be placed on the EC
market. ’

3. The Directive presumes that GM products will be placed on the single market, providing they
meet the detailed safety standards set by the Directive. Some products, such as seeds for
cultivation, may also need to meet other regulatory requirements, such as those for seed purity
or pesticides, before they can be fully cleared for marketing. The safety of the GMO in any
particular product is judged on a case-by-case basis, and safety assessments must be based
on scientific evidence of risks to human health or the environment.

4. A company wishing to market a GM product in the EU must first apply for authorisation to
any EU Member State. Other Member States and the Commission are given the opportunity to
comment on or object to any particular application. In most cases, products will be subject to
the scrutiny of the relevant European expert committee (e.g. the Scientific Committee on
Plants) and the expert advisers of the 15 member states (e.g. the Advisory Committee on
Releases to the Environment in the UK). The Commission is also required to consult the public
on each GM product application (see http://gmoinfo.jrc.it/default.asp). If, following this scrutiny,
a GM product is deemed to have met the safety standards of the Directive it will be granted a
consent for placing on the market within the Community. Such consents are often referred to as
"Part C" consents after the relevant provisions in Directive 2001/18.

Conditions of consent



