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PRESENT A TION TO SCHOOLS RESOURCES COMMITTEE ON 6.2.04

FROM THE GOVERNING BODY OF MERIDEN PRIMARY SCHOOL

A proposal to close Garston Infant School, Lea Farm Junior School & Meriden Primary

School due to falling rolls in the North Watford area has been put forward. A great deal

of work has been undertaken to help councillors determine:

(a) whether the amalgamation is justified and should proceed

(b) which site is the more appropriate for the new school

A recommendation to proceed with the amalgamation was taken at the Council meeting on

14th Jan 04. The current debate therefore hinges on the choice of site.

The Governors are disappointed that we have been denied access to information which we

believe should be freely available to all those involved. It has not been possible to comment

on any difference in the costs of developing the two sites for example, as the report of

the Quantity Surveyor is apparently classified information. No explanation or breakdown of

costs has been offered to explain the assertion that the one site is significantly cheaper

to develop than the other. In discussion between the architects from Mace and those from

Paul Whitley Ltd agreement was reached as to approximate costs per m2 for the new build

so this did not explain the significance variation in the estimated costs of the two

projects.

Similarly only very limited access has been given to the report by the planning consultants

on the analysis of the redevelopment possibilities of the two sites. The small part of the

report Governors have been able to see refers to the fields at Garston/Lea Farm being

part of a wild life corridor without acknowledging that the Meriden playing fields are also

part of this same wildlife area. It is apparent that it may well be possible to gain planning

permission for residential buildings on the hard surfaces on either site but not to develop

the grassed areas.


