





Sites identified as potential preferred areas for waste management development

4.41 By using the revised methodology the sites have been categorised by district as follows:
e Sites suitable for identification as Preferred Areas in the Site Allocation DPD
e Safeguarded sites
e Areas of search.

4.42 All existing waste management facilities (with permanent planning permission for waste
management uses) are to be listed as being safeguarded. This includes additional sites to
those highlighted by Entec and also includes sites where there is insufficient space or capacity
for further development or co-location of waste facilities without the demolition of the existing
facilities in whole or part. The list of safeguarded sites can be found at Appendix C.

4.43 Due to these sites allocated as preferred waste areas, there would be a presumption in favour
of approving waste development proposals at these locations. However, these would be subject
to meeting the requirements of the Waste Core Strategy and Development Policies document.
Each site would be considered for a different type of waste management facility that would be
suitable for each location.

Waste arisings and waste capacity study

4.44 A waste arisings and waste capacity study together with a waste modelling exercise was
completed in parallel with and to inform the site selection study. This identified:

e The current volume of municipal and other types of waste (inert, agricultural, clinical,
electrical and commercial/industrial)

e The percentage increase in these volumes up to 2020, and

e The number of additional facilities and/ or land required to deal with the increased volume
of waste.

4.45 1t should be noted that current volume figures for municipal waste are more reliable than for
other types of waste and therefore some assumptions have had to be made in deciding the
number of facilities and land required to handle the other types of waste.

Facilities required
Municipal waste

4.46 1t has been estimated that between 5 and 20 facilities may be required to meet disposal
needs up to 2020. This includes a range of facilities like materials recovery facilities, windrow
composting and in-vessel composting. The number of facilities will depend on the method
and configuration for treating waste. E.g. 1 centralised facility could be proposed or 2-3 small
facilities.

Commercial/Industrial and construction/demolition (Inert) waste

4.47 It has been estimated that between 1 and 12 facilities may be required to meet additional
disposal needs up to 2020. Again, the number of facilities could vary depending on the method
and configuration of treating the waste. Also, different growth rates (0% and either or 1% or 2%)]
are predicted based on figures provided by the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister’s research
(2003/2004) or the East of England Regional Assembly report into existing waste facilities and
future needs of the East of England (2005). The assumptions made in determining the increase
(or not) in these waste streams could therefore influence facility type and number.
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Facility footprints

4.48 Based on the above conclusion that up to 32 new facilities are required, depending on the mix

of treatment plants chosen, between 14 and 50 additional hectares of land may need to be
designated for waste management purposes. This however, makes a lot of assumptions and
should only be viewed as indicative.

Overall recommendations of the Entec report

1.

The sites identified in the site selection study as:

e potential preferred areas

e quarry sites suitable for inert waste recycling and future landfill
e waste management sites to be safeguarded

e sites identified to be considered on a policy basis to go forward for further detailed
consideration and consultation for inclusion in the spatial strategy of the Waste Development
Document.

There is a policy presumption in favour of landfill or re-profiling activities at the quarry sites
identified together with such waste management development as is required to facilitate these
activities, in particular inert waste recycling and associated recycling activities, or the quarry
sites identified are put forward as preferred areas for waste management use for inert waste
recycling.

There is a policy presumption in favour of waste management development at Employment Sites
and Business Parks provided other relevant planning and environmental criteria are met.

Existing waste management development sites are safequarded and there is a policy
presumption in favour of future waste development at these locations. This would include those
where there is insufficient space or capacity or further development or co-location of waste
facilities without the demolition of the existing facilities in whole or part.

No decision is made on the number and size of facilities required to manage municipal waste
generated in the Hertfordshire county area until a full review has been undertaken of the options
available.
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The site selection process is summarised in Figure 1

Process

Sites

Public consultation

Initial screening

'

Primary criteria assessment
International/national significant
criteria or high level policy objectives

Long list of sites

'

Primary list

Public consultation

Secondary criteria assessment
Objectives and criteria which have
a more regional or local focus.

Tertiary criteria assessment

More detailed local objectives/criteria -
these could be assessed under any
planning application

Specific site allocations

Site categorisation

e Potential Preferred Areas
e Existing sites to safeguard
e Quarry/Landfill Sites

e Unsuitable sites

Public consultation

Y

Preferred areas

Public consultation

Figure 1 - Summary of the site selection process
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